[Experimental studies on the biomechanics of the lateral ligaments of the knee joint].
Measurements of absolute strain and stress on collateral ligaments of human knees were made with two new measuring cells. The medial collateral ligament was found to have three functional different parts, the most important of which was the ventral. During motion of the knee, tensile forces amounted to about 20 N when the lateral ligament was in extension and the medial ligament in full flexion. Moments of abduction and adduction increased strain and stress manyfold.